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Nemours Children’s Health, Jacksonville Announces $1

Million Commitment from Child Cancer Fund to

Continue Oncology Child Life Services for the Next

Decade

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (Sept. 25, 2025) ​ — Nemours Children’s Health today
announced a $1 million, 10-year commitment from the Child Cancer Fund to
support oncology Child Life services in Jacksonville. The donation will fully
fund a vital role that provides emotional, educational, and therapeutic support
for children undergoing cancer treatment for the next decade.
“The Child Cancer Fund's $1 million commitment to this oncology Child Life
Specialist position helps ensure that our patients receive care that addresses
their whole health -- physically, emotionally, and developmentally,” said Aaron
Carpenter, DNP, MDiv, APRN, CPNP-PC, NEA-BC, North Florida President
for Nemours Children’s Health. “Partners like the Child Cancer Fund who
share our vision are instrumental in our commitment for Whole Child Health."
The oncology Child Life Specialist position at Nemours Children’s is 100%
funded by the Child Cancer Fund in memory of Christy Keirnan, who lost her
battle in 2005. This is a testament to the organization’s dedication to
supporting local patients and their families as they cope with cancer
treatment. This 10-year commitment ensures that children at Nemours
Children’s Health, Jacksonville will continue to receive the emotional care
they need — not just today, but for years to come.



“Our mission has always been to walk alongside families during the most
difficult journey of their lives,” said Carla Montgomery, Executive Director of Child Cancer Fund. “We cannot over-emphasize
the positive impact the Child Life Specialist has on children during cancer treatment. Preserving this role was the exact
reason why Child Cancer Fund was established. We have proudly funded the position since 1994 and are thrilled to
guarantee that the next decade of families will know its transformative effect.”
Child Life Specialists are clinically trained to help patients and their families cope with stress from illness, injury, trauma,
disability, loss, violence, and grief. They use therapeutic play, coping and pain-management strategies, and techniques like
relaxation, deep breathing, and guided imagery to distract kids during medical care and treatment.
Oncology Child Life Specialists are specially trained to help cancer patients and their families cope with the anxiety and fear
of procedures like needle-sticks, IV pulls, chemotherapy transfusions, and other pediatric cancer treatments. With the help of
oncology Child Life Specialists, children are better able to minimize the stress of treatment, explore their feelings about their
diagnosis, and process the drastic changes in their lives.
The announcement coincides with the retirement of the current Nemours Children’s oncology Child Life Specialist Joli Craver,
who has served in the role since its inception.
About Nemours Children's Health
Nemours Children’s Health is one of the nation’s largest multistate pediatric health systems, which includes two free-standing
children's hospitals and a network of more than 70 primary and specialty care practices. Nemours Children's seeks to
transform the health of children by adopting a holistic health model that utilizes innovative, safe, and high-quality care, while
also addressing children’s needs well beyond medicine. In producing the highly acclaimed, award-winning pediatric medicine
podcast Well Beyond Medicine, Nemours underscores that commitment by featuring the people, programs and partnerships
addressing whole child health. Nemours Children's also powers the world’s most-visited website for information on the health
of children and teens, Nemours KidsHealth.org.

The Nemours Foundation, established through the legacy and philanthropy of Alfred I. duPont, provides pediatric clinical
care, research, education, advocacy, and prevention programs to the children, families and communities it serves. For more
information, visit Nemours.org.
About Child Cancer Fund
Founded by Jacksonville families whose children were undergoing cancer treatment, Child Cancer Fund (CCF) has grown
into a trusted regional leader in pediatric cancer support, providing practical, emotional, educational and financial assistance
to more than 3,500 families across Northeast Florida and Southeast Georgia since 1994. The organization addresses needs
outside of medical care to help improve overall health outcomes, ease anxieties and provide a supportive environment
through this difficult time.
Through its long-standing partnership with Nemours Children’s Health, CCF continues to champion compassionate, family-
centered care that goes beyond medicine. Learn more at childcancerfund.org.
 

For further information: Leah Goodwyne, (904) 676-2229, leah.goodwyne@nemours.org
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