
”

“ The pediatric population has shown a

marked increase in behavioral health issues

at the same time we have seen a significant

decline in behavioral health resources,” says

Dr. Tom Lacy, MD, Medical Director of

Primary Care for Nemours Children’s Health,

Florida. “Early and consistent intervention is

key to successful mental health services that

are so important in helping children lead

healthy and happy lives. The funding from the

TD Bank will help us begin reaching for that

lofty goal.

Nemours

Nemours Children’s Health Receives TD Bank Grant to

Improve Equitable Access to Pediatric Mental Health

Services
Orlando, Fla. (November 29, 2021) — Nemours
Children's Health was recently awarded a grant from
TD Bank, America's Most Convenient Bank®, to
implement and lead a pilot program that will provide
equitable and increased access to pediatric mental
health specialists.
 
The Nemours Children’s Health Integrated
Behavioral Health Initiative is a one-year pilot to be

implemented in primary care locations across Central Florida and Delaware.
The program will enable dedicated pediatric psychologists, licensed
professional counselors, and licensed clinical social workers to be embedded
within a patient’s medical home — the pediatric setting in which children
receive their comprehensive care — to increase access to holistic mental
health services while reducing the stigma of treatment, bolstered by Nemours
Children’s robust telemedicine infrastructure.
 
“The pediatric population has shown a marked increase in behavioral health
issues at the same time we have seen a significant decline in behavioral health
resources,” says Dr. Tom Lacy, MD, Medical Director of Primary Care for
Nemours Children’s Health, Florida. “Early and consistent intervention is key to successful mental health services that are so
important in helping children lead healthy and happy lives. The funding from the TD Bank will help us begin reaching for that
lofty goal.”
 
In 2021, Mental Health America identified Florida as the 48th worst state in the nation for access to mental health care, while
Delaware ranked 5th. Poor access to mental health providers has resulted in patients either not accessing care or relying on
emergency services for behavioral health issues.
 
"There is a critical need for pediatric mental health services, and that need has only grown over the past 18 months due to the
COVID-19 pandemic," said Shelley Sylva, Head of U.S. Corporate Citizenship at TD Bank. "To build a better future, we need to
make sure that people of all ages have access to the care they need. We are thrilled to support Nemours Children's Health to
help increase access to care and improve health outcomes for children."
 
The Nemours Children’s Health Integrated Behavioral Health Initiative is designed to shift behavioral health care from a model
that attempts to coordinates care to one in which services are integrated within the medical home. Building upon expertise in
mental health care delivery in its Delaware Valley locations, Nemours Children’s will develop an integrated model based on the
needs of children in Florida that will ensure high-quality mental health care, better and more equitable access, and enhanced
communication between pediatricians and mental health specialists — all of which enhance mental health support for pediatric
patients.
 
Nemours Children’s Health provides primary, specialty care and urgent care in four states and operates two freestanding
children’s hospitals including Nemours Children’s Hospital, Florida in Orlando. Nemours Children’s provides primary care in
over 40 locations.
 
According to the National Institute of Mental Health, suicide remains the second leading cause of death among adolescents,
while the Center for Disease Control estimates that at least 3.2 percent of children aged 3-17 years have diagnosed depression.
Integration of mental health services into pediatric settings promotes critical detection and prevention through screenings and
early therapeutic interventions. Timely and appropriate mental health services have the potential to isolate and reverse negative
trends in pediatric health.
 
“By managing behavioral health earlier in life, the goals of improved population health, improved care, decreased costs and
improved provider and family satisfaction can be achieved,” added Lacy.
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About Nemours Children’s Health 
Nemours Children’s Health is one of the nation’s largest multistate pediatric health systems, which includes two free-standing
children's hospitals and a network of nearly 75 primary and specialty care practices. Nemours Children’s seeks to transform the
health of children by adopting a holistic health model that utilizes innovative, safe, and high quality care, while also caring for the
health of the whole child beyond medicine. Nemours Children’s also powers the world’s most-visited website for information on
the health of children and teens, Nemours KidsHealth.org.

The Nemours Foundation, established through the legacy and philanthropy of Alfred I. duPont, provides pediatric clinical care,
research, education, advocacy, and prevention programs to the children, families and communities it serves. For more
information, visit Nemours.org.

 

About TD Bank, America's Most Convenient Bank®

TD Bank, America's Most Convenient Bank, is one of the 10 largest banks in the U.S., providing more than 9.6 million
customers with a full range of retail, small business and commercial banking products and services at more than 1,100
convenient locations throughout the Northeast, Mid-Atlantic, Metro D.C., the Carolinas and Florida. In addition, TD Bank and its
subsidiaries offer customized private banking and wealth management services through TD Wealth®, and vehicle financing and
dealer commercial services through TD Auto Finance. TD Bank is headquartered in Cherry Hill, N.J. To learn more, visit
www.td.com/us. Find TD Bank on Facebook at www.facebook.com/TDBank and on Twitter at www.twitter.com/TDBank_US and
www.twitter.com/TDNews_US.
TD Bank, America's Most Convenient Bank, is a member of TD Bank Group and a subsidiary of The Toronto-Dominion Bank of
Toronto, Canada, a top 10 financial services company in North America. The Toronto-Dominion Bank trades on the New York
and Toronto stock exchanges under the ticker symbol "TD". To learn more, visit www.td.com/us.
 
About the TD Ready Commitment
TD has a long-standing commitment to enriching the lives of its customers, colleagues and communities. As part of its corporate
citizenship platform, the TD Ready Commitment, TD is targeting CDN $1 billion (U.S. $775 million) in total by 2030 towards
community giving in four areas critical to help open doors for a more inclusive and sustainable tomorrow – Financial Security,
Vibrant Planet, Connected Communities and Better Health. Through the TD Ready Commitment, TD aspires to link its business,
philanthropy and human capital to help people feel more confident - not just about their finances, but also in their ability to
achieve their personal goals in a changing world. For further information, visit td.com/tdreadycommitment.
 
 

For further information: Margot Winick, Margot.Winick@Nemours.org, (407) 785-5766
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