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Nationally recognized ‘traumatologist’ becomes chair

of surgery for Nemours Children’s Specialty Care and

Wolfson Children’s Hospital
Robert W. Letton, Jr., MD, is the Albert H. Wilkinson, Jr., MD, Endowed Professor in Surgery,
funded by the Women’s Board of Wolfson Children’s Hospital

Jacksonville, FL (June 10, 2019) – More than 30 years after helping to create the partnership between Wolfson Children’s
Hospital and Nemours Children’s Specialty Care, Jacksonville, a WWII veteran and pioneering pediatric surgeon’s legacy
lives on through the new chair of surgery for both institutions.

Robert W. Letton, Jr., MD, a board-certified pediatric surgeon, assumed the position of chair of the Department of Surgery for
Nemours and Wolfson Children’s in May. He is also the Albert H. Wilkinson, Jr., MD, Endowed Professor in Surgery.

“Wolfson Children’s Hospital is committed to providing expert care for our region’s sickest and most critically injured children,”
said Michael D. Aubin, FACHE, president of Wolfson Children’s Hospital. “Dr. Letton not only brings his expertise in the field
of pediatric surgery, but a strong drive to grow both Wolfson Children’s and Nemours, and train other pediatric surgeons to
follow in his footsteps.”
Dr. Letton was previously the medical director of the Pediatric Trauma Program and director of the Extracorporeal Membrane
Oxygenation (ECMO) Program at Children’s Hospital of Oklahoma in Oklahoma City, where he was also the Paula Milburn
Miller Endowed Chair in Pediatric Surgery.
“His experience and national reputation in pediatric surgery and trauma will further enhance our already wonderful programs.
His passion for our mission in caring for children, and his interest in promoting research, education and clinical care will
assure we will provide the region with the most innovative models in caring for the children and families we serve” said Gary
Josephson, MD, Chief Medical Officer of Nemours Children’s Specialty Care, Jacksonville. 
The Wilkinson Endowment was funded by the Women’s Board of Wolfson Children’s Hospital as part of a five-year, $4 million
pledge to create a Pediatric Surgery Center of Distinction at Wolfson Children’s. The endowment was created in memory of
Dr. Wilkinson, Jacksonville’s first pediatric surgeon and one of the founders of Nemours, to support a renowned pediatric
surgeon who will develop and enhance surgical techniques and equipment, and train the next generation of pediatric
surgeons.
“The Women’s Board of Wolfson Children’s Hospital is excited to welcome Dr. Letton, a true leader in pediatric surgery,” said
Katherine Armstrong Forrester, president of the Women’s Board. “It is a great joy to honor the late Dr. Albert H. Wilkinson. He
was a champion to all children for health care in our community and region.”

Dr. Wilkinson began his career in medicine as a medical corpsman in the Navy in WWII. After his service, he completed
college and pursued a career in pediatric surgery. Wilkinson oversaw the transition of Nemours in Jacksonville from a small
children’s hospital to a large multi-specialty outpatient care clinic and laid the groundwork for the partnership between
Nemours and Wolfson Children’s as it stands today. Dr. Wilkinson passed away in 2013 at 86.

Dr. Letton, who served in Kuwait and Germany with the U.S. Army Reserves medical corps, said of practicing in a military
community like Northeast Florida and Southeast Georgia, “It’s an honor carry on the legacy of a fellow veteran like Dr.
Wilkinson. I have always taken great pride in caring for military families, and I’m happy to be in a city and a region that values
servicemembers.”
Dr. Letton began his position with Wolfson Children’s and Nemours in May 2019. He is married with two adult children.
Outside of work, he enjoys listening to rock music and playing the guitar. In fact, he’s been in several bands in the past,
primarily made up of other physicians. Dr. Letton looks forward to getting to know Jacksonville’s music scene, including
checking out the old stomping grounds of Lynyrd Skynyrd.

###

Wolfson Children’s Hospital relies on the generosity of members of our community. To support Wolfson Children’s Hospital,
please visit wolfsonchildrens.com.

About Wolfson Children’s Hospital of Jacksonville
Wolfson Children’s Hospital in Jacksonville, Florida, is a part of Baptist Health, Northeast Florida’s most comprehensive
health system serving every stage of life. Wolfson Children’s is the only children’s hospital in Northeast Florida and serves as
the pediatric referral center for North Florida, South Georgia and beyond. Staffed 24/7 by pediatric nurses and other

http://www.wolfsonchildrens.com/
http://www.baptistjax.com/


healthcare professionals specially trained to work with children, the 216-bed, patient- and family-centered hospital features
the latest pediatric medical technology in a welcoming, child-friendly environment. At Wolfson Children’s, nationally
recognized pediatric specialists representing nearly every medical and surgical specialty work with pediatricians to provide
care for children of all ages with congenital heart conditions, cancer, neurological disorders, diabetes and endocrinology
disorders, orthopaedic conditions, behavioral health conditions, traumatic injuries, and more. Wolfson Children’s pediatric
institutional partners include Nemours Children’s Specialty Care, Jacksonville, the University of Florida College of Medicine—
Jacksonville and  Mayo Clinic Florida. A Magnet™-designated hospital since 2007, Wolfson Children’s Hospital has been
named among the U.S. News & World Report 50 Best Children’s Hospitals year after year, and in 2018, was selected as one
of only 13 children’s hospitals in the country as a Leapfrog Top Children’s Hospital, a recognition of patient quality and safety.
For additional information, please visit wolfsonchildrens.com.

About Nemours Children’s Health System
Nemours is an internationally recognized children's health system that owns and operates the two free-standing children’s
hospitals: the Nemours/Alfred I. duPont Hospital for Children in Wilmington, Del., and Nemours Children's Hospital in Orlando,
Fla., along with outpatient facilities in five states, delivering pediatric primary, specialty and urgent care. Nemours also powers
the world’s most-visited website for information on the health of children and teens, KidsHealth.org, and offers on-demand,
online video patient visits through Nemours CareConnect. Nemours ReadingBrightstart.org is a program dedicated to
preventing reading failure in young children, grounded in Nemours’ understanding that child health and learning are
inextricably linked, and that reading level is a strong predictor of adult health. Established as The Nemours
Foundation through the legacy and philanthropy of Alfred I. duPont, Nemours provides pediatric clinical care, research,
education, advocacy and prevention programs to families in

For further information: Margot Winick margot.winick@nemours.org (407) 567-5039

Additional assets available online:  Video  (1)

https://nemours.mediaroom.com/news-releases?item=122748

http://www.nemours.org/locations/florida/jacksonville.html
http://www.hscj.ufl.edu/college-of-medicine/
http://www.mayo.edu/
http://www.wolfsonchildrens.com/
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1qLmp7T6XSZk2AOrbFvUrNkLVpPbTBZPGp68Wg8l7bB13uuM7MdAtwF7SW9B7cSqhVKYpsm6OkAMtyKEowPsdfz2J2zFe4h6-qQ88PBezZ6kyCuvCDX6GQu4hEbSohD9zeby-fx83r0QDQAGUenYNWny9fSXzY2sjEYjcac19Kcy--9Npc0dXN6dcsBzKRL3JiQHusZj5s49GEcjDBfwDAUZ56-yGWa0Dfw0sI-a3UeTN3TCgUnWLcxttDKstjrJO2Vf4lgSWT45nvMFc7j-jJ7U7xKAOFO0FU5LxfApNXaw5kcIGAjsNvzM0qQH3V6G-TDkBireNKdW39X1Gdqb92g/https%253A%252F%252Fwww.nemours.org%252Fwelcome.html
http://secure-web.cisco.com/1sHjJqOEY8JUi7Vuin83JvF7clJPigAsKs4sfStViCSma8jdAU90VCx9dRnqxU1nkOOcOkOw3no0qGjxy3uYDf0T82NHqEXPpcIhGQd1DP-bU9OfF8gOSO_-lU1OeGQw6Q2BN669GhErAjmE4J1G8mkrEXC8J0NoQQg-d9VIi6ehem6BX15m3yRrumqiPFr6346cxZjt5T0tpjaHW4yMu8LW0z3tDMhdL0jD-Y5XXE0HbWgRoCm4X7TH2m_EVUH7rFpue6NCIuhax3Vt18GrFYyweJoju8fS6diXeLtBBHbjNWAZCLDzThZltGudlU_LEJXVvUdkdmFm7y8rLBi5FCQ/http%253A%252F%252Fkidshealth.org%252F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1DfyPqNW7_obIcUPiHP79FjUjjEKAt_3Cx5QpeSN4MfY-t8hWNoQgJDcL3pfVE-7mcrEq6UJpb5-A2OrXDjb1HFxaRgmf00a-WziR3XG0PWLFHyAolD97XqBtM6jX93hXbE-prE1kkAecu3YPbclViktVO0dbNRt0WJ9tVS-Y5cVqEFdJLR1CqApwQhaUFnyaNYe5ODRk28mizMxRL__qQWGfE8acJslX7wljf9Aj-SIrbzleT_8_DbI0rWQ8IjFaYZs1NQhEPkgv36TR1rTJvtHgoUiWWKOvmOiMGLYzmpc4AUhilJxmzZZN00-NV8l6KVHnJZZjZAB2XV_fswrtbw/https%253A%252F%252Fwww.nemours.org%252Fservices%252Fpediatric-specialty-online-doctor-visit.html
http://secure-web.cisco.com/10Vyg-75eiLVYQC6fDUv_nFBSri6P-VyZbMsbv4WVQQdYriVlUlBhqperj6lnL08MmWmcIg417qNBCdlzOLx6evuy0lfgLuYjPlmOzLeq8v_Ofv3lOI41U8IyfNivjF0eDuolG2e3bMAkHyyIb8OLkMknS-QNL-C8SwuYLjFj9auAVxVfVxm9jQaw7eeNdyJxPbd6uOovoyaV8hXqVZOzHzNCuosjioGLDDi7pexnULyxTsjHj-Uk-3OXpU73ErVTpNEDZJoeU-3g4qeOsUuwj7MzAOqaG7R4yFkp3P5NwZ0Fo_U-Wx2fQFTB70cZgoy7PnmDo_kTI81-bsgSGzqX7A/http%253A%252F%252Fwww.readingbrightstart.org%252F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/15FXvgWAMMKnDMn2rFKFOC79LGc7gqto7BzTxz2xeGi6OPF5gi0lBZcDNmCAjBAsYRWnRodJdoBG6Dw7E1Z3e7BJeW2XbK-f7lBvpjhQvHDEQdR5Tcyq57kbNHpKZKsKoxrTO44LI8MHO4QG-XN3DR9Ey9qJIccFtgurEc_F040d_k0gKfa8ub9SwPiX-7P8AzxV1UVgIfWFCdngSfhdKuWfErXRghtWJK5BDSfam278pfGJEfaorp2V_aIdG8bwKP11RgPeo03TdlBXlEhQ7hpsxvEtKrVwSr5eTMdMUKDtMhjXPLlCcZBDkq1PTWG5YTiuEPzHJSA489NX3jcuWKQ/https%253A%252F%252Fwww.nemours.org%252Fgivingtonemours%252Fwhygive%252Fwhoweare.html
https://nemours.mediaroom.com/news-releases?item=122748#assets_115
https://nemours.mediaroom.com/news-releases?item=122748

